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Hello, my nameisLisa. | arrived at Youth Challenge Missionfor Women (Y CMW)
onJan. 11, 2007. | had been rel eased earlier that same morning from my fifth prison
sentenceat the Niantic Women's Prison, with avery extensive crimina record and afelony
charge. Drugsled medeepintoalifeof crime.

Prior to my last arrest on Jan. 11, | wasliving like a madwoman. Not only was|
living like a madwoman, | was a madwoman. Everything and everybody became
second rateto my insatiable, obsessive addiction to crack cocaineand alcohal. | became
involvedinadifferent lifestyle, becameatotal menaceto society, astreet walking
progtitute, an unreliable US classemployee, apitiful neighbor, and neglectful al aroundto
my two young daughters. | am the mother of four children who are not with me because of

# | my addiction. | abandoned my two older children back in 1992, leaving them behindin

Lisa S.C. to become adopted. | also signed my two younger daughters over to the State of
Connecticut on Nov. 5, 2005, because | was so caught out on crack that | saw no other
option. | wasblinded by the addiction. It wastoo much for me. After consenting to the adoption of my two littlegirls, |
wanted to die.

| had many visionsof deathinmy head. | wanted out, it wasenough, and | had had it! All
hopewasgoneand | couldn’t find “TheWay”. My childrenin their absence encouraged meto
live. Otherwise, | considered getting agun and blowing my hopelesshead off. Although | did not,
could not follow through with suicide, my addiction plunged onto an al timelow. Two months|ater
camethearrest. After serving my oneyear sentence, | knew in my heart that the gigwasover. All
elsewasgone, yet, | wastill divel

| have completed 18 monthsin the program of Y CMW, and | am now staff. | havefound
thebest friend that I’ ve been seeking for my entirelife. Jesushasawaysbeen therewaitingonme
togivemeanew life, hope, and anew direction. He hasalready lifted the spirit of confused %
identity and drug addiction off of me. | am no longer bound in those areas, and | know withouta From Prison To
doubt, if God can deliver meinthoseareas, Hecandoit in other areas. | amwilling and Heis Praise!
able.

God hasaready started the process of restoration with my children. | know that it was God that saved me. Yes, the
bestisyet to come! I'msogladtheLord didn’t allow meto self-destruct and end my life. When nothing else could help, it
wasthelove of God Almighty that lifted me. “ Therefore, if anyoneisin Christ, heisanew creation; the old hasgone, the
new hascome!” 2 Cor. 5:17 (N1V) THANK YOU, JESUS!
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Youth Challenge Mission
for Wbmen
Climbs To Another Levd

Two yearsago, Volunteer, RhondaDoney, participated
inraisng fundsto renovatethe Youth ChalengeMission Mount Denali, Alaska

for Women’'s (YCMW) kitchen. Rhonda used her

engineering skillsto assembl e the cabinetsthat wereto beinstalled saving Y CMW approximately $4,000. Inaddition, Rhonda
financed the paint and personally painted the kitchen and dining room whichimproved the overall presentation of the house.
Thanks, Rhonda!

Thisyear, Gerry Doney, Rhonda’s husband took YCMW fundraising to another level. Gerry set up awebsiteand
inspired hisfamily and friendsto sponsor hisMount Denali Climb by sending their donationsto Y CMW. Hereistheletter that
wasemailedto Gerry’ssponsorswhich reveal ed hissentiment of Y CMW and motivated them to support the Cause of hel ping
hurting women.

Mount Denali, Alaska
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Gerry Doney - Holding the
YCMW banner 14,200 feet
on Mount Denali

The Rev. Marva Downes and
Rhonda posing with the banner at
the Women's Home

organization cares for women with
substance abuse problems, who are
facingemotiond turmoil and pain.”

“YCMW offersan atmospherefor restoration and growth through biblica counsdling, group sessions, work therapy,
and persond studies. Gerry’ smission of climbing thismontrousmountainwill deal with struggling to overcome hardship, pain,
fear, the unknown - many of the sameissuesthat some of thewomen at Y CMW have experienced every singleday of their
lives...Gerry has chosen to attempt the spectacular climb from May 18 to June8to chalenge himsalf, and to challenge others
to support themission of Y CMW. Hisgoal istoraise $5,000.”

| am proud to report that Gerry climbed 14,200" of Mount Denali. Above, apicture can be seen of him holding a
banner with amessage of hope to women around the world which says*Youth Challenge Mission for Women, Helping
HurtingWomen.” Sincereturning home, Gerry has continued on hisfundraising missionto reach hisgoa of $5,000 or moreto
renovate Y CMW 2nd floor bathroom. If you would like to be aparticipant in thisproject, please go to the website http://
web.mac.com/gldoney for moreinformation.

Continue on page 3
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My nameisJoyce. I'm 37 yearsold. | cameto Y CMW on March 30, 2006. I’ ve
been hopel esdy addi cted to methadone, heroin, and cocainefor over 15 years. Since my
childhood | woke up every morning wanting to die. At age 13, | wasin and out of
psychiatric hospital sfor trying many timesto commit suicide. Therewereyearsthe
depression was so bad, | could not get out of bed or liveanormal life. | could not figure
out how to function likeanormal person. | was diagnosed with Bi-polar, severe
depression, socia anxiety, post traumatic stressdisorder, psychotic, etc. | walkedinthe
door of Y CMW expecting the sameresultsthat | had awaysreceived from other
programswhich wasno real healing of my emotionsor end to the depression or thedrug
abuse. | didn't think | really could be set free. | just wanted to hide, be safe, not hurt for a
minuteaswel |l asfigure out what my next movewasgoingto be.

| cametoY CMW with so many hugeissues,; pride, deceit, jealousy, bulimia, but
even bigger wasmy hatred, bitterness, and envy (afew issuesfor someonewho “had no
issues!”). | hated God for thelife he gave me, the parents he gave me, and theloss of my
children. | dreaded every day of my life. | did not understand why God had created me.

| thought by thetime | wastwelvethat the only reason God created mewasfor sex. The sexua abuse started
when | wassix yearsold. | wasrepeatedly raped by my last two step-fathers, their brothers, and friends. | started using

pot and drinking to makethe sexua abusetolerable. | had suchlow self-esteem. | just wanted to beloved, acknowledged,

affirmed. | believed | wasnot pretty, smart, athletic or artistic. | could not tell you onegood quality | had.

When | was 15, | witnessed my mother’sviolent suicide. My mother wasall | had, and when shedied, | felt that |
had no one. | alsofelt that | wasfreefromthe abuse. | wasaready locked in aprison of self-hatred, self-destruction and
inavictim (poor me) mentality.

All Il wantedwaslove, “real love.” After my first failed marriage, | ended up on the streetsof Manhattan asa
teenage progtitute. My second marriage ended because of thelife of escorting and acocaine habit, which led to my third
marriage to heroin and cocaine. | abandoned my two children with their fathers because | had no idea howto live
and be a wife and mother. | had no idea how to put someone else’s needsfirst. | did what my mother and father
did. I did to my children and husbands what my mother and father had done to

Today, | amfree, a living example of God's grace and love!

When| cametoY CMW | hated God, myself and everyoneintheworld. | just
could not take one more hurt, disappointment or failurein my life. But for somereason
God would not let me die. My mother died when she was 35. God took a hold of
my life at 35. God would not allow me to live my mother’s life anymore, He had a
purposeand adestiny | could never imaginefor my life. | finally realizethat thereisa
purposefor my life. | amthedeliverer of my family. | get to minister to other women
who are broken. Oneday | hopeto minister to children who have been broken,
abused, and abandoned. | will givethem aword of hopethrough Jesus Christ, Hecan
heal every wound and traumaand He doesit with love and patience.

God gavemeaHOPE | never had; He gave me ahopel never knew wasreal.

; Jesusisreal. God ishealing my low self-esteem. God said that | am fearfully and

Joyce- Danced For TheDevil, wonderfully madeand the apple of Hiseye. | amthedaughter of the Most High God. |

Now Dancing For Jesus! amnow Junior Staff at Y CMW and Loca Missionary. | am so excited to goonmy first

missionary trip to Guatemala. | hopethisisthefirst of many. God isdoing something

new inmy life. Hello, | get to travel theworld for Jesus, who would havethought! How cool isthat! God hasalready
restored my brother. We were split up when my mom died. My sister has also been restored back into my life after nine
years. | aso know my children oneday will berestored aswell. God keepsHispromises. 2 Cor. 5:17 (NIV) “Therefore,
if anyoneisin Christ, heisanew creation; the old isgone, the new hascome!” | am anew creation who does not want to
dietoday! Thank you Jesus, | loveYou! God Bless!!
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Continued from page 1

Soonsorshipisagreatidea! If anyonewho readsthisnewd etter feel sinspired or
energized by Gerry’sstory to do something smilar, pleasegiveusacal a 860-527-2000
or email usat mfwyc@youthchalenge.org. Someof theneedsof Y CMW to be sponsored
are: Eight (8) student bedsin which sponsors could choose the specific student bed or
beds they would like to support; a brand new vehicle or onethat isin excellent
condition to transport the women on their appointments, recreational activities and
other trips. A vehicle would also facilitate the weekly visits made by the YCMW staff
to York Correctional Institute to conduct bible study with the female inmates there,
whomwerefer toas” Women of Truth.” Includedinthisnewdetter isthestory of a
womanwho cameto Y CMW directly from York after completing aone-year prison
sentence. Shejust recently graduated the program and sheisnow staff. What amiraclel!!

L et metakethisopportunity tothank Gerry and hissponsorsfor their tenacious
approach inraisngfundsfor YCMW. | would dsoliketo senda’ huge Thank Youtoal
our ‘ special’ partnerswho have supported usthrough thegood and bad economictimes.  The Reverend Marva Downes,
SALUTE!! Asareminder, pleasemakeyour checkspayableto: Youth Challengeof Ct., Director
Inc. andinthememowrite*MFW.” “TheLord blessyouand keepyou, TheLord make
Hisface shineupon you and begracioustoyou. The L ordlift up Hiscountenance upon
youand giveyou peace.” Numbers6:24,25 and Gaatians6:9- “And let usnot grow weary whiledoing good, for indue
seasonweshdl regpif wedonot loseheart.” Enjoy your Thanksgiving!
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me. | jetted, |eft, exited the scene. | had no stability to give my children or myself.

Trinity College“ Do It Day”

Trinity College Students posed for aphotograph
beforeresuming their Volunteer Community Service
at Y CMW on September 6, 2008

THANKSGIVING PIES
HURRY! HURRY! HURRY'!
Order Your YCMW Homemade
Thanksgiving Pies
FLAVORS :

Pumpkin, Apple, Sweet Potato, Cherry,
Cheesecake, Blueberry, Chocolate Creme
Deadlinefor orders 11/21/08
Deadlinefor pickup 11/26/08
Sponsoring peopleto purchase pies- Not A Bad [deal!!
Financial donationsor ingredients are wel comed!
Call usat (860) 527-2000

Upcoming Events

YCALUMNI YCALUMNI
SERVICE HOMECOMING

November 28, 2008 BANQUET

221-225 Greenfield Street February, 2009

Hartford, CT 06112 For Morelnformation

Call (860) 728-5199

In the City’




