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My nameisAmy, and | wasbornin Bayamon, Puerto Rico. My mom and dad
divorcedwhen | wassix yearsold and sowemoved from PR.toN.Y. | wasalittle
girl who needed her daddy, and hewasn’t there. My mom raised me, and shedid the
best that she could with the help of my grandparentsand aunt. But there was some-
thing missing ins de of me; therewas something wrongwithme. | wasquiet, shy and
didn’t realy know how to communicatewhat | wasfeelinginside. Therewasaloss,
and that losswasturning into anger. As| grew older, so did my issues. | became
insecure, rebelious, deceitful, jeal ous, among other things.

| started smoking at age 14, drinking at age 15, and by age 191 wasan

alcoholic. Atage 21, | wasaregular cocaineuser. | found myself going fromone
abusiverelationshiptoanother, and | triedtokill myself several times. | havea so been shot at whichleft 5bullet holesin

my car. | lost custody of my daughter to her father because of my drug use.

| KNOW | SHOULD BEDEAD!!! BUT GOD!! | KNOW THERE ISA GOD, because He spared not only
my life, but thelives of the peoplel put in danger so many times. | have never known Jesuslikel know Him, or likel am
getting to know Him at Youth Challenge Mission for Women. He has healed mefrom depression, anxiety and violence
which| struggled with for many years. Controlling my emotionswasn't something | aspired to becauseit protected me

from being hurt by people, but it aso kept my family away from me.

Growing up, my mother told methat beforel wasborn, it was prophesied to her that | would belong tothe Lord
and that Hehad aplan for my life. | found out at Y CMW about Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) which says*® For | know the
plans | have for you,” declaresthe Lord, “ plansto prosper you and not to harm you, plansto give you hope and

afuture,” andit all cametogether for me.

Y CMW changed my life, and it hasgiven meafuturewith God. I’ ve had my struggles going through the
program. | even had aset back just before completing my 18 monthsdueto aseriousviolation of therules. | hadto
enter the restoration phase of the program. It wasthe hardest thing that | ever had to do, but it wasthe best thing that
happened to me. It gave me achanceto work harder on my issues. | amjust grateful to thisministry for not givingup on
me. | thank God for Y CMW, because no one €l se could have doneit, and no other place could have doneit for me.
Gen. 50:20 (NIV) “ You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being

done, the saving of many lives.” ThanksYCMW!! Amen
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Looking Ahead...

Annual Guatemala Missionary Trip on October 28 - November 4, 2009
TheRev. GuillerminaGonzédez , wifeof thelate Dr. Rall Gonzd ez will receiveaSpecial Recognition
inhishonor. Rev. Gonza ez will be accompanied by amissionary team. For information on the next
GuatemalaMissionary Trip, please call the Rev. Mary Hanson at 860 547-1561.

Homecoming Banquet
For tickets please call

YC Graduation Banquet
October 17, 2009
Plainfield, CT

860 728-5199
Speaker:

DR. RobNEey B. HART,
PRESIDENT
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YOUTH CHALLENGE MEN’S HOME
15-17 MAY STREET
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EMATL: infoyo@youthchallenge.org

DR. PAUL ECHTENKAMP, EXEC. DIR.

YOUTH CHALLENGE BIBLE TRAINING CENTER
111 STERLING ROAD
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A TRIBUTE TO OUR LEGEND AND LEADER,

DR.

William Shakespearein hispoem of
Twelfth Night states: “ Be not afraid of
greatness, some men are born great, some
achieve greatness, and some have
greatness thrust upon them.” Truly, Dr.
Gonzélez, was not afraid of greatness. He
achieved greatness and had greatnessthrust
upon him because of the outstanding
missionary work hedid inthe United States
and around the world. Dr. Gonzélez was
inspired by theMOTTO, “there’satreasure
intheaddict.” Dr. Gonzal ez joined the Rev.
Frank Collazo who pioneered theformation
of Youth ChallengeinHartford, CT. Later,
Dr. Gonzélez assumed the position of
ExecutiveDirector and Overseer of Christian
substance abuse progams established in
Connecticut, Florida, Puerto Rico, Venezue a,
CostaRica, Africa, Peru, and most recently,
the Dominican Republic. Because of Dr.
Gonzalez' persona testimony of overcoming
drug addiction in a residential Christian
Program, he had thefaith to believethat Jesus
Christ could dothesamefor every drug addict
who would give him or herself achancetogo
through asimilar program.

In 1981, when there was a
“pressing” need for asubstance abuse
program for womenin Connecticut, Dr.
Gonzalez aroseto the challenge. With
the donation of ahomegiven by aman
whomhehad previoudy hd pedwithlife
controlling problems, with muchfaith,
and the salesof homemade pies, Youth
Challenge Mission for Women
(YCMW) was opened for broken and
hurting women. Dr. Gonzalez' greatest

REV .
A GREAT MAN -

1941

Dr. Raul Gonzélez, L egend
ExecutiveDirector

Dr. Rall Gonzalez (center)
Andrea (left) and Jamon (right)

RAUL GONZALEZ

- 2009

desirewasfor women with substance
abuse problemsto receivethe necessary
carethat would hedl their mental, emotional
and spiritual woundsand restoretheir
identity and self esteem. Dr. Gonzalez' godl
wasfor thewomen and their childrento be
made whole and becomeahealthy,
functioning family unitintheir communities.

Hundreds of women have comethrough

thedoorsof theYouth ChalengeMissonfor
Women over the past 28 years without
financesor support of any kind. Dr. Gonzaez
ingtructionto the staff wasnot to turnanyone
away whowasserioudy seeking helpaslong
as there was a bed available. YCMW has
practiced that principle, and we have seen
good results. Through Dr. GonzélezZ’ efforts,
we have been privileged to see some of the
graduates children ontheir way to college
and drug free, some are married and have
children of their own, which is the 3rd
generation.

In March of 2009, Dr. Gonzdlez was
honored to bethe officiating minister at the
wedding of Jamon, the son of one of the
Y CMW Graduates, Shari Jennings. No one
could imagine the personal
satisfactionthat Dr. Gonzdlez feltin
joining his “spiritual” grandson,
Jamon, “drug free,” in holy
matrimony to hislovely wife, Andrea
Dr. Gonzadlez has made an
“impressive mark” on society and
thosewho have beentrained by him
must pick up thetorch and runwith
it. Therearedtill millionsof women
to berestored from substance abuse
(continue on pagetwo)
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and the numbersmay grow inthefuture. Will there be peoplelike Dr. Gonzél ez, with aheart of compassion and mercy, who
will make great personal sacrificesfor thelivesof thelessfortunate to become better?

IN THE MEMORY OF DR. RAUL GONZALEZ, wearechalengingall YC
alumni to step forward and make aserious effort to send areasonabl e contribution
monthly to keep Dr. Gonzdl ez’ legacy alive. Pleasedon’t let the doors of the programs
ever be closed for lack of sufficient funds. Dr. Gonzal ez wasthere to meet your needs,
and now it isyour turnto meet the needs of others.

Y CMW Partners, athough you may not haveknown Dr. Gonzalez in apersonal
way, we believethat he hastouched your livesby the great work that he hasdone. We
areurging you to continue sending your monthly contributionsor your specia donations
to Dr. Rall Gonzdez Legacy Fundto keep Dr. Gonzalez' legacy dlive.

YCMW Newcomers, weinviteyouto “get on board” and help usto fulfill Dr.
Gonzdez' VisonwhichisfoundinLuke4:18,19“ The Spirit of the Lord isupon Me,
because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor, He has sent Me to
heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable
year of theLord.” Youwill begiving to agood cause!

YCMW staff, studentsand al of theY C ministries, friendsand family of Dr.
Gonza ez will misshimtremendoudly. Hiswork will forever live on andimpact our livesand thelives of future generations.
Dr. Raul Gonzéalez Was A Great Man!!

Enclosedisapledge card and an envelopefor your convenience. Please make your check payableto: Dr. Rall
Gonzdez Legacy Fund, Inc. Thanksfor sowing financial seedintothelivesof future generationsto make abetter America
and abetter World. May it be said at the end of your time hereon earth, like Dr. Rall Gonzalez, “ you served your

TheReverend MarvaDownes

generation well!” God Bless,
{ v
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TheReverend MarvaDownes
Director
“Keep The
Doors Of
YC Open”
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Woody and wifeJoAnn

Volunteers Of The Year

A SPECIAL THANKS!
A special thanks to “Woody” and JoAnn from Scotts Farm for
donating flowers every year to make YCMW'’s garden beautfiul.
Also, thanks for providing hundreds of crates of apples for
YCMW to make delicious pies for our annual Thanksgiving Pie
Fundraiser. We need more generous supporters like you. May
God Bless You, Your Business And Your Family!!

Thanksgiving Pie Sale!
HURRY UP AND ORDER YOUR PIES BEFORE

NOVEMBER 20, 2009
DELICIOUSFLAVORS: Apple, Blueberry, Cherry, Cheesecake,
Chocolate Creme, Pumpkin, Sweet Potato

Deadlinefor pickups 11/25/2009
Cost Of Pies- $10

Call us at (860) 527-2000 or email your
order at mfwyc@youthchallenge.org

Financia donationsor ingredients
arewel comed!

YC Staff, Students and Alumi
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WE LOVE YOU! !

WE«\ MISS YOU! !

FOREVER YOUR

Reverend Victor

MEMORY WILL LIVE Giespie,Directo Rodigues,
IN OUR HEARTS! I - YCBible TheAlumni
Training Center Association



